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CHANGING THE ETHICS AND RELIGIOUS CULTURE COURSE: A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY  
FOR QUEBEC TO WALK THE TALK 

 

 
Wendake, January 14, 2020 – The First Nations Education Council (FNEC) is paying particular attention 
to the Ministry of Education’s plan, announced last Friday, to revamp the ethics and religious culture 
course. The FNEC sees this as a golden opportunity for Quebec to walk the talk.  
 
The FNEC, an essential partner for student success in 22 First Nations in Quebec, intends to add its 
expertise to this process initiated by Minister Roberge. The FNEC plans to submit notions of Quebec First 
Nations cultures and realities, developed by these same First Nations, for inclusion in the new course.  
 
This reform is taking place at a time when the government must respond to the Viens Commission’s calls 
to action, which include the recommendation to “further enrich the Québec curriculum by introducing a 
fair and representative portrait of Québec First Nations and Inuit history, working with Indigenous 
authorities” (call to action no. 21), and “introduce concepts related to Indigenous history and culture as 
early as possible in the school curriculum” (call to action no. 22).  
 
“We firmly believe that cultural content is an important cornerstone of education,” says Denis Gros-
Louis, FNEC general director. He added that incorporating this content in the next ethics and religious 
culture course, including First Nations content developed by First Nations, will foster self-respect and 
respect for others among all children in Quebec.  
 
About the FNEC 
 
The FNEC has been working for 34 years to fulfill the right of First Nations to have complete authority 
over their education through the implementation of an education system that has adequate resources, 
and that is developed and managed according to their values and cultures. Further information is 
available at www.cepn-fnec.com. 
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