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All presentations will take place in the Everest Room (simultaneous interpretation available), unless otherwise indicated.

PROGRAM

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Registration  Everest foyer

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11
6:45 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. Registration and breakfast  Everest foyer

8:00 a.m. Opening Master of ceremonies  – Roger Lee Martin
Word of welcome  – Denis Gros-Louis

8:25 a.m. Presentation Agents of Change: How can one person make a 
difference?  

Eve Lapointe

9:25 a.m. Information Family Space – Thanissa Lainé

9:30 a.m. Workshops

Everest Room
CANO – An Essential Tool for Parents

Martin Bertrand
For parents with school-aged children

Edelweiss Room
Little Feathers

Loretta Robinson and Bruno Rock
For parents with children entering preschool

10:10 a.m. Break

10:30 a.m. Testimonials 
Our communities in action!

Winneway: Sheena Isaac
Opitciwan: Liliane Awashish 

11:30 a.m. Lunch  Everest Room

12:30 p.m. Presentation Speed: The More you Know, the Less Risks 
Jésus Jérôme Lacroix 

1:30 p.m. Presentation Stress and Anxiety in Children  
Francine Tellier

2:30 p.m. Break

2:50 p.m. Presentation Indigenizing Education for Success
Michael J. Isaac  

4:00 p.m. Workshop Drum making activity 
FULL

5:00 p.m. End of day one

LIVESTREAM AT: youtube.com/CEPNFNEC/live



PROGRAM

All presentations will take place in the Everest Room (simultaneous interpretation available), unless otherwise indicated.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12
6:45 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. Breakfast Everest foyer

8:00 a.m. A word from the master of ceremonies Day two proceedings 

8:05 a.m. Workshop Parents, We Want to Hear From You!
Annie Gros-Louis 

9:25 a.m. Break

9:40 a.m. Presentation Making Sense of Aggression 
Valérie Fortin and Loretta Robinson

11:10 a.m. Testimonials 
Our communities in action! Wemotaci: Gaétane Petiquay 

11:40 a.m. Lunch  Everest Room

12:40 p.m. Workshop/Presentation Language and Culture Transmission in Schools 
Sarah Cleary

2:25 p.m. Conclusion Agents of Change (part II)
Eve Lapointe

2:35 p.m. Draw and closing remarks

2:45 p.m. Closing of the gathering

LIVESTREAM AT: youtube.com/CEPNFNEC/live
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Meals

Breakfast and lunch on both days of the conference are included for registered participants. 

All meals will be served in the Everest foyer. Breakfast will be served from 6:45 a.m. to 7:45 a.m..

Draw

You will be given a ballot at the registration table for the door prize draw being held the last  
day of the gathering. Fill out your ballot and drop it in the box located at the Family Space. Good 
luck!  

Simultaneous Interpretation

Simultaneous interpretation services will be available for the presentations given in the Everest 
ballroom. The language in which the workshops are given is clearly indicated in parentheses in 
the agenda. 

If you want to use this service, please see the technician in charge of simultaneous interpretation 
at least ten minutes prior to the start of the presentation. A piece of identification will be 
required to borrow a headset and a receiver. Note that you will be held responsible for the 
borrowed equipment, and that once it is returned, your piece of identification will be given back 
to you. 

Enjoy the gathering!

General Information

First Nations Parental and  
Community Involvement4th GATHERING
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Map of the Hotel

FNEC Rooms
Everest - Edelweiss 

FNEC

FNEC



Speakers and 
Presentations
DAY 1 – DECEMBER 11, 2019
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Agents of Change: How can one person can  
make a difference?

CANO – An Essential Tool for Parents

Eve is a member of the Innu First Nation of Pessamit. She has a multidisciplinary bachelor’s 
degree in economics, communications and Indigenous studies from Laval University. Eve has 
been a part of the FNEC team for over 17 years and has held various positions within the 
organization. She is currently working for the FNEC as a parental and community involvement 
counsellor.

After teaching French in a First Nations community, Martin worked with the francophone 
minority in Western Canada, and then as a French and English immersion teacher. He has taught 
many subjects at all levels, from elementary to college. Martin has been working as an ICT 
pedagogical counsellor for the FNEC for the last six years.  

Eve Lapointe

Martin Bertrand

Presentation

Presentation

What is an agent of change? How can one person change things? Agents of change enable other 
community members to benefit from knowledge gained at events or training courses on parental 
and community involvement.

The CANO Parents Page gives parents personalized follow-up on their child’s progress and 
conduct at school. It also gives them the opportunity to send written communication to teachers. 
The Parents Page is one of the features the FNEC has created to foster a positive home-school 
relationship through technology. 

First Nations Parental and  
Community Involvement4th GATHERING
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Little Feathers

Originally from the Innu community of Pessamit, Bruno has a bachelor’s degree in secondary 
education from Laval University and a graduate degree in school administration from the 
Université du Québec à Rimouski. From 2006 to 2012, he taught history and geography at 
Uashkaikan Secondary School in Pessamit before joining the FNEC team in 2012. Bruno’s current 
duties as a student success counsellor give him the opportunity to build relationships with First 
Nations schools, and work on files led by the FNEC’s educational services department.

Loretta is a member of the Naskapi nation of Kawawachikamach, Quebec. She has a bachelor 
degree in elementary and a graduate degree in education from Bishop’s University. She is the 
educational projects coordinator at the FNEC. Loretta works on projects related to Indigenizing 
curriculum, Indigenous language preservation and supporting teachers and principals in  
First Nations schools.   

Bruno Rock

Loretta Robinson

Presentation

The goal of the Little Feathers initiative, launched in 2018, is to help prepare First Nations 
children who will be entering school. To initiate favourable home-school relations, future 
preschool students and their parents are invited to a kindergarten orientation day in the spring 
where they are given a Little Feathers bag to discover. The bag contains books and materials 
the children will be using in preschool like scissors, glue, and crayons, as well as information for 
parents. During the summer, parents can use the contents of the bag at home to help get their 
child ready for their first year of school.    

First Nations Parental and  
Community Involvement4th GATHERING
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Speed: The More you Know, the Less Risks

Stress and Anxiety Among Young People

During his doctoral studies in molecular biology, Jésus Jérôme discovered a passion for teaching 
that has not waned since. He has a bachelor’s degree in education and has been teaching at the 
high school level since 2008. 

Francine has been working with the Psychology Foundation of Canada since 2010. Through this 
partnership, she has become a certified trainer for the foundation’s Nos enfants et le stress series 
of training programs for francophones. Francine has recently been named regional consultant for 
Quebec and the Maritimes and has joined the foundation’s team of consultants who promote 
programs and materials to partners, stakeholders and parents.

Jésus Jérôme Lacroix

Francine Tellier

Presentation

Presentation

This presentation sheds an impartial and unfiltered light on the second most popular drug among 
First Nations young people today. Participants will be given an overview of what we know about 
amphetamines and methamphetamines, the effects and risks associated with their use, and the 
cornerstones of prevention.

This presentation introduces key concepts that will give parents and people working with children 
a better understanding of the stress children experience. It will also identify strategies they can 
use to help children cope with stress—a much-needed skill for their entire lives! 

First Nations Parental and  
Community Involvement4th GATHERING
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Indigenizing Education for Success

Michael is a Mi’kmaq from the Listuguj First Nation. He began his career as a law enforcement 
officer. He was also a Grade 5 teacher for the Cape Breton-Victoria Regional School Board for 
seven years, and a consultant for Nova Scotia’s Department of Education for two years. Michael 
is presently the principal of New Richmond High School in the Eastern Shores School Board. 
Michael is also a published author of two children’s books.

Michael J. Isaac

Presentation

Becoming educated should never be about losing one’s language, culture, or identity. Sadly, this 
has been a historical reality for Indigenous people in Canada. By embracing and understanding 
the essence of cultural proficiency and culturally responsive teaching, our Indigenous 
knowledge can be reintroduced into the education system. Three pillars for student success are: 
relationships, relevant content, and student-centered teaching.

First Nations Parental and  
Community Involvement4th GATHERING
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Parents, We Want to Hear From You!

Hailing from Wendake, Annie is the educational services director at the FNEC. She has been 
working in education for over 20 years. 

Annie Gros-Louis 

Presentation

The FNEC is currently in the consultation phase for its 2020-2025 strategic planning. We 
understand that parents play a key role in their child’s education, and we are taking advantage of 
this gathering to hear what they have to say. 

Making Sense of Aggression

Valérie has a bachelor’s degree in special education and has worked with students at the 
elementary, secondary and college level. She is currently a special education counsellor at 
the FNEC. Over the years, she has developed an expertise in attachment and has shared her 
knowledge in the training courses she provides to member-community schools.  

Loretta is a member of the Naskapi nation of Kawawachikamach, Quebec. She has a bachelor 
degree in elementary and a graduate degree in education from Bishop’s University. She is the 
educational projects coordinator at the FNEC. Loretta works on projects related to Indigenizing 
curriculum, Indigenous language preservation and supporting teachers and principals in  
First Nations schools.   

Valérie Fortin

Loretta Robinson

Presentation

This presentation will focus on making sense of aggression in children of all ages. The principles 
applicable in school and home will be discussed. Participants will be able to recognize aggression 
in its many forms, and will be given some easy-to-use tips that will also help maintain the parent-
child relationship.

First Nations Parental and  
Community Involvement4th GATHERING
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Language and Culture Transmission in Schools

Sarah is a Pekuakamishkueu from the community of Mashteuiatsh who values her culture and 
makes cultural expression part of her everyday life. She is committed to learning and transmitting 
Pekuakamilnuatsh know-how and values. Through Sarah’s involvement with children, she has 
come to believe that if we give children the opportunity to have meaningful experiences, we can 
all build strong and proud First Nations communities together. Since 2016, Sarah has assisted 
member communities with their language and culture initiatives in her role as counsellor at the 
FNEC. 

Sarah Cleary

Presentation

This presentation will give participants the opportunity to reflect on the crucial role traditional 
teachings play in our families, communities and schools. The importance of relationships and 
family in First Nations education will be the topic of a discussion group. 

First Nations Parental and  
Community Involvement4th GATHERING
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